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brazov's disposal in the Russo-Chinese Bank, and to keep
this transaction in strict secrecy. Bezobrazov spent two
months in the Far East. He declared himself to be a
personal representative of the Emperor. His presence in
Port Arthur introduced an element of confusion into the
administration of the region. Everywhere he advocated
the policy of industrial aggression backed by military force.
In those days two currents became clearly distinguishable
in our Far-Eastern policy: one, official, represented by the
Ministers and moderate ia character, the other, secret,
inspired by Bezobrazov and led by the Emperor himself.
The plans of the Bezobrazov group were the subject of
.several Ministerial conferences. In all the discussions I
figured as the implacable enemy of the Korean adventures.-
I did not try to spare anyone's sensibilities, and I used the
harshest and most scathing terms in denouncing Bezo-
brazov. At the conference of March 26, 1903, I pointed
out that, having reached the shores of the Yellow Sea
under the jealous eyes of several foreign Powers, we must
halt our forward movement and entrench ourselves in our
present positions. Upon the whole, the conference was
hostile to Bezobrazov's plans and did not approve of them.
Seeing that Bezobrazov's influence on His Majesty was
constantly growing and knowing that the opinion of a cer-
tain Prince Meshchersky, a notable journalist, had consider-
able weight with the Emperor, I overcame my aversion to
the prince, went to see him, and asked him to write to His
Majesty warning him of the dangers of the course of policy
which he was pursuing in the Far East Prince Meshcher-
sky complied with my request. The Emperor's reply clearly
showed that he was not impressed by Meshchersky's warn-
ings. The note ended with an enigmatic phrase to the effect
that on the 6th of May it will be seen what opinion I hold
on the subject.1* As a matter of fart, on that day Bezo
brazov was promoted to the rank of Secretary of State,